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**Preaching note: I am using the text for Sunday, May 19th, taken from the Narrative 

Lectionary. If your congregation uses the Revised Common Lectionary, this will be a 

different reading than what you have heard in your worship service. For that reason, I 

have included the scripture at the front of this sermon, so you can read it prior to 

reading the sermon. I’ve also made this a “large print” document because some of us 

need all the help we can get. 😊 As you prepare for Sunday’s preaching, please feel 

free to contact me with any questions you may have at bishop@ewaidsynod.org 

Blessings be with you, dear preacher. Thank you for taking this responsibility on your 

shoulders for the benefit of your brothers and sisters in Christ. Peace be with you. -Bishop 

Kristen** 

 

Romans 1:1-17 

1 Paul, a servant[a] of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart 

for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his 

prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who 

was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was 

declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit[b] of 

holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to 

bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the 

sake of his name, 6 including yourselves who are called to belong to 

Jesus Christ, 

7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

mailto:bishop@ewaidsynod.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27917a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27920b
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8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because 

your faith is proclaimed throughout the world. 9 For God, whom I 

serve with my spirit by announcing the gospel[c] of his Son, is my 

witness that without ceasing I remember you always in my 

prayers, 10 asking that by God’s will I may somehow at last succeed 

in coming to you. 11 For I am longing to see you so that I may share 

with you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 12 or rather so that we 

may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and 

mine. 13 I want you to know, brothers and sisters,[d] that I have often 

intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in 

order that I may reap some harvest among you as I have among the 

rest of the Gentiles. 14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to 

barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish 15 —hence my 

eagerness to proclaim the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 

The Power of the Gospel 

16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel; it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who has faith, to the Jew first and also to the 

Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed through faith 

for faith; as it is written, “The one who is righteous will live by faith.”  

 

**************************************************************************** 

Experts say that in this day and age humanity is more connected 

than ever before. Gone are the days when we would carefully wait 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27925c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A1-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27929d
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until after 7pm to call someone in the next town over so the long 

distance charge would be less. Gone are the days when we 

received news hours or even days after an event has occurred. 

Gone are the days when we would sit and write a letter, put it in an 

envelope, and wait for that letter to be delivered to our loved one 

days later---and then wait even longer to hear back from them.  

Now, we often see news events as they happen. We call someone 

whenever we get the urge to do so, often from wherever we 

happen to be at the moment---even in the car! Gone are the days 

when we would eagerly read letters. Instead we receive multiple 

texts per day, our small rectangular security devices pinging away all 

day, letting us know when we get emails, text messages, a new 

“like” on Facebook or a mention in a Tweet. We can respond in real 

time to everything going on around us, staying in near constant 

contact with the people we love, regardless of where those people 

are located on the globe.  

Even now, as the Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod is gathered in 

Assembly in Boise, you may have been watching from afar via social 

media to learn about elections, synod events, congregational 

happenings, and more.  

We are so connected!  

But experts also say that loneliness and depression are rising to levels 

that they haven’t seen before. It would seem that for all our 
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electronic connections, we aren’t actually connecting in a way that 

feeds our human need for community and companionship. This 

reality suggests to me that it’s not so much about being connected 

as it is about relationship. We can’t nourish relationships by clicking 

“like” on a Facebook post. We can’t nourish fellowship by posting a 

picture of a meal on Instagram. We can’t communicate love and 

care through a meme.  

 

We need more than that.  

Paul writes, “…without ceasing I remember you always in my prayers, 

asking that by God’s will I may somehow at last succeed in coming 

to you. For I am longing to see you so that I may share with you some 

spiritual gift to strengthen you—or rather so that we may be mutually 

encouraged by each other’s faith, both yours and mine.”  When we 

see one another face-to-face, when we can reach out and clasp 

one another’s hand in greeting, when we can hear the tone of 

voice and witness the look in one another’s eyes: that brings a 

richness into the relationship that all the social media in the world 

cannot compete with. We come together, in person, face-to-face, 

in order to mutually encourage one another in a compelling way. 

For Paul, there is no way to have faith without also having 

relationships with one another.  

The theme for this year’s synod assembly is Walking Together. We 

have welcomed visitors from our companion synod in Tanzania; we 
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have welcomed Bishop Paul Erickson from our domestic companion 

synod (the Greater Milwaukee Synod); we have welcomed a 

“glocal” team from our Churchwide partners who have led us in 

worship and workshops around the global mission that the ELCA 

participates in all over the world. We have gathered members of 

congregations from Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and Wyoming in 

assembly to do the work of the synod. To worship together, to break 

bread together, to work together, to learn together, to laugh 

together, to dream together. And even as this sermon is being read 

to you this morning: you are part of that “great cloud of witnesses”. 

We are not alone. Not by a long shot. Not when we have this many 

people from all over the world, coming together in Boise, Idaho for 

no other reason than that God has claimed each and every one of 

us for God’s own.  

Ultimately, this is the most important relationship for faith. That God 

comes to us in Jesus, proclaims us forgiven and then renames us 

“Child of God” through the power of the Holy Spirit is the most 

important relationship of all. We gather together to remind one 

another of our familial relationships, that we are called by God to be 

the People of God in this world. This is the mutual encouragement 

that Paul refers to, this building up of the Body of Christ that enables 

us to hold onto faith in a world that seems more and more 

determined to tear it apart.  God creates this relationship with us, 

and then gathers us into the Body of Christ so that we have a place 
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to belong.  

 

In his explanation of the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed, Martin 

Luther writes: I believe that I cannot by my own reason or 

understanding believe in Jesus Christ my Lord or come to him, but 

instead the Holy Spirit has called me through the gospel, enlightened 

me with her gifts, made me holy, and kept me in the true faith, just as 

she calls, gathers, enlightens, and makes holy the whole Christian 

church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one, true faith. 

Daily in this Christian Church the Holy Spirit abundantly forgives all 

sins—mine, and those of all believers. On the last day, the Holy Spirit 

will raise me and all the dead and will give to me and all believers in 

Christ eternal life. This is most certainly true.  

I want to be very clear about what is happening here. If our 

relationship with God is the most important relationship we can 

have, I want you to notice what God does NOT do. God does not 

wait for us to find God. God comes after us, knowing that by our 

own “reason or understanding” we simply cannot come to belief. It’s 

too ridiculous. It’s too amazing. It’s too good to be true. So God 

comes and claims us—in baptism, making us God’s own children, 

renaming us “Child of God” and THEN (as if that weren’t enough) 

uses the Holy Spirit to make sure we have everything that being part 

of the family of God offers. This flies in the face of every popular 

theology out there, doesn’t it? It might make you angry, because 



BISHOP KRISTEN KUEMPEL’S SERMON FOR SYNOD 
ASSEMBLY SUNDAY 

05/19/2019 

  
 

7 
 

you asked Jesus into your heart and that’s how you know you’re 

saved. To think you have no say in the matter can be a bit 

disconcerting.  

 

Well. I’m a little different. I can’t establish loyalty to a brand of 

toothpaste, much less any sort of diety. The moment life got a little 

hard or uncomfortable, or I didn’t get the exact outcome I wanted 

or expected: I’d be back in the “God aisle” at Target, looking for a 

new god that would give me everything I ever wanted—I’m not 

proud of this, but it is honest.  I know it. God knows it. And perhaps, 

you know it’s true about you, too. This is why knowing God is the one 

who comes, calls, gathers, enlightens, makes holy, and gives faith is 

so important. Because it removes our fickleness from the 

conversation. God has simply decided that we belong to God. We 

can be angry about it, but it doesn’t change it. God, is after all, 

God. God likes us! God really, really likes us! And even more than 

that: God cannot imagine God’s family without our faces around 

the table.  

 

Wow. What wondrous love is this, oh my soul, oh my soul?  

 

Faith is all about relationship. Relationship with God. Relationship with 

one another. Today, we celebrate those relationships. Relationships 

that exist in your sanctuaries, relationships that exist in a ballroom in 
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Boise, relationships that exist and are being nurtured across 

continents, oceans, and languages. Through these relationships, 

designed by God, tended to by the Holy Spirit, we find 

encouragement through our common faith.  

 

There is a reason for us to be together. There is a reason for us to 

gather. There is a reason that social media for all its wonders can 

never ever replace gathering together in person. It is because that is 

where we find encouragement, through our faith in a God who loves 

us enough to not let us choose another way. Another God. Another 

path. A God who comes to us as often as we eat the bread and 

drink the cup. A God who constantly reminds us of our familyhood 

when we baptize someone in the name of the Father, and the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit.  

 

And so we celebrate. We celebrate in Boise. I hope you are 

celebrating where you are. I know they are celebrating in Tanzania 

and Milwaukee. We celebrate that God is good. God is faithful. And 

God calls us together to be the Children of God, brothers and sisters. 

Family.  

Thanks be to God for all the ways God creates and nourishes 

community through faith.  

 

Amen.  


