
 

 

February 2019 

SYNOD CALENDAR 

FEBRUARY 5—9 Vitality Conference 

FEBRUARY 9  Treasure Valley Cluster Meeting 

FEBRUARY 15  Synod Assembly Registration Opens 

FEBRUARY 19  Synod Staff Retreat 

FEB. 26—MAR. 5 Conference of Bishops 

MARCH 10—13  LSA Conference 

MARCH  18—20 Dean’s Retreat 

MARCH 23  North Idaho Cluster Meeting 
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In 1993 I was a senior in high school, and my family 

and I joined the congregation of Good Shepherd 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Richland, WA. It was 

within the supportive care of this congregation that I 

began to discern a call to ordained ministry, and this 

congregation prayed for me while I was in seminary.  

Matthew and I were married there. My ordination was 

held there. It is no stretch to say my life would be very 

different if this congregation had not existed.  

 

In 2005, the congregation faced and made the difficult decision to close their 

doors because of dwindling funds and declining membership. I was a new 

mother, serving three congregations in Kansas, and I grieved the loss of this 

church—we all tend to think of our congregations as family, but because of its 

size and personality: Good Shepherd really was family. I traveled to be with 

them on their final Sunday. 

 

As always, when congregations close, decisions are made about how to 

distribute the congregational assets. In the case of Good Shepherd, the decision 

was to establish “The Good Shepherd Legacy Fund”. This fund was invested 

with the Mission Investment Fund and overseen for a number of years by the 

Area Mission Strategy Team (a group made up of members of neighboring 

ELCA congregations). The goal of this fund was that it would be used to 

provide financial backing for new Lutheran ministries in the Tri-City area, 

particularly reaching out to the unchurched of those communities. Eventually, 

the AMST disbanded and the Synod was given the Legacy Fund to hold in trust. 

Over the years, this fund was used to send folks to training, to launch an 

exploratory ministry in West Richland (Love of God Community) and support 

Pasco Latino Lutheran Ministry.  

 

As part of the transition and move of the synod office, and requests being made 

of the fund we were able to locate the documents that established the Good 

Shepherd Legacy fund this fall, and learned that the intention of the people of 

Good Shepherd was that the fund was to be fully distributed to designated 

ministries in 2011. This distribution was not made. After a conversation with 

the Synod Council Executive Committee, it was agreed that this oversight 

needed to be rectified immediately.  

 

The following ministries received a percentage of the Legacy fund, based on 

percentages established and voted upon by the congregation of Good Shepherd 

in 2005.  

 Lord of Life Lutheran Church 

 First Lutheran Church of Kennewick 

 First Lutheran Church of Pasco 



 

 

 Holy Jakob Church in Estonia 

 Tri-Cities Chaplaincy (now Chaplaincy Healthcare) 

 Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod Fund for Leaders in Mission 

 Eastern Washington-Idaho Synod Yakima Valley Hispanic Ministry 

 Pasco Latino Lutheran Ministry 

 Tree of Life (Arbol de Vida) Lutheran Church in Yakima 

 Lutheran Community Services Northwest 

 Tri-Cities Food Banks 

 ELCA World Hunger 

 

Other ministries 

 India Partners—Eugene, OR 

 Domestic Violence Services of Benton & Franklin Counties 

 Inland NW Lutheran Outdoor Ministries (now Lutherhaven Ministries) 

 Tri County Partners/Habitat for Humanity 

 Safe Harbor Crisis Nursery 

 

As the bishop of the Eastern WA-ID Synod and a former member of Good 

Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church it gives me such joy and delight to 

imagine what ministry will be accomplished thanks to the faithfulness of the 

people of Good Shepherd! It brings to mind the words of Jesus in the Gospel of 

John, “Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls into the ground and 

dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it bears much fruit.”  The 

people of Good Shepherd, knowing that the congregation was going to its death, 

made the decision that they would bear as much fruit as they could—starting in 

the Tri-Cities, and now moving throughout the world.  

 

Good Shepherd was not a big congregation. Good Shepherd was not a rich 

congregation. They struggled as much as any other congregation. But through 

them: God will bless the world. Thanks be to God for Good Shepherd!  

 

Soli Deo Gloria,  

 

 

Bishop Kristen 

Good Shepherd Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Richland, WA. 

 

The building now houses a Chinese 

Christian Church. 



 

 First:  D.E.M. is an acronym for Director for Evangelical Mission. 

Next:  a DEM is a deployed, churchwide staff person.  That means, paid for by 

the ELCA, sent out to work in an assigned synod, is supervised jointly by the 

Bishop and the Domestic Mission Unit of churchwide, and is co-terminus with 

the synod bishop.  That is, when the bishop is done serving so is the DEM. 

Uh, ok.… and what is the position all about?  In my first 6 months in this role, 

I’ve asked that question, too!  The job description includes things like, mission 

support (many know that as benevolence), stewardship, congregational vitality, 

evangelical mission and new ministry. 

Hrrrmmmp, this STILL does not give a very clear picture of what a DEM does.  

The potential work of a DEM is expansive, and each synod may define it in 

different ways.  Most importantly, the DEM works in collaboration with the 

synod bishop and partners with rostered and lay folks in bringing God’s 

kingdom to others around us.  A-ha!  Now we’re getting somewhere.  We all 

want to share the abundant life we receive freely as God’s people! 

Like most jobs though, there are also duties that are less appealing.  It’s up to 

the DEM to see that Mission Support Intent forms are filled out each year (so 

the Synod Council can budget for ministry/mission), and that Parochial Reports 

for every congregation & worshiping community are submitted on the ELCA 

website (so EWAID is given the appropriate number of delegates for 

churchwide assembly, among other things).   

Ugggh, really!  More paperwork or online forms!  Who likes to do those?  Me 

neither.  Yet, to be part of something “bigger” than our own congregation, these 

pieces are vital to the fabric of our synod.  They knit us together like multi-

colored threads of an exquisite tapestry. 

Speaking of beautiful tapestries, have you ever seen the one hanging down a 

long hallway at churchwide office in Chicago? Hand embroidered strips with 

the name and location of congregations are woven together creating a beautiful 

piece of artwork. 

What do the letters D.E.M. stand for?  What exactly is a D.E.M.? 

What is the position all about? 



 

 

But the tapestry is not finished; there are intentional openings so that more 

strips may be added.  A symbolic gesture of welcome! 

Wherever there is welcoming mission and ministry happening out there in 

EWAID, may I be a servant leader with you who are doing the real work?  In 

what ways can I partner with you in the holy ministries you are up to in your 

clusters, congregations, or areas?   

We at synod office, look and listen for your ideas of creating vitality to 

be…“church for the world” together in our synod. 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

Mary Morrow 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
In this reprint of her January 2017 column in Living 

Lutheran, Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton reflects on 

the new year: “Here is where the gift of grace ... helps us 

make sense of our lives and resolves the stress of New 

Year’s resolutions—it acknowledges that we are broken 

and does away with the false hope or the intolerable 

burden of our being able to make ourselves right.” 

 Read her column in English at https://bit.ly/2VufMVK and in Spanish 

at https://bit.ly/2SBV3O1. 

My Synod: Moving in Mission Together Campaign 

 

Together, over the last three years, we have raised over $500,000 for various 

mission projects as part of our mission campaign.  Thank you everyone! 

https://bit.ly/2VufMVK
https://bit.ly/2SBV3O1


 

 
2019 EASTERN WASHINGTON – IDAHO SYNOD ASSEMBLY 

MAY 17-19, 2019 – THE RIVERSIDE HOTEL – BOISE, IDAHO 

GLOBAL MISSION – We Walk Together 

 

This year’s Synod Assembly is going to be something special. Our theme for 

the gathering will be global mission, and how we are church together across this 

world that God so loves. A highlight is sure to be welcoming guests from 

EWAID’s Companion Synod: The Ulanga-Kilombero Diocese of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. Additionally, our partnering with the 

ELCA to make this year’s Synod Assembly an ELCA Glocal Mission 

Gathering. These Glocal Mission gatherings equip us for God's work in global 

and local realities, as well as their "glocal" intersections. 

Registration information will be posted on our website and emailed out to 

congregations by February 15. Registration costs will remain the same as last 

year: Single - $535, Double - $410, Commuter - $360, Retired single - $460, 

Retired double - $335, Retired Commuter - $285 

We will once again make use of the Guidebook App, meaning all Synod 

Assembly documents will be available electronically through the app. Printed 

materials will be provided upon request. 

Childcare will be available for a small fee. 

One of the items of business will be to change our name now that we have 

congregations from Wyoming and Oregon among our ranks. Two choices have 

been put forward from Synod Council: Intermountain Northwest Synod and 

Inland Northwest Synod. The name that receives the most votes will be put 

forward to the Churchwide Council and Churchwide Assembly for official 

adoption. Exciting times! 

Offerings collected at Synod Assembly will support the work of the Ulanga-

Kilombero Diocese and Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services. Offerings 

collected at the two worship services will be split evenly between those two 

entities. 

I am looking forward to gathering together with you all. 

#WeAreEWAID… for now  

Pastor Phil Misner 

Assistant to the Bishop 



 

 

Call Process Status 

Pos. Location/Congregation Status Pastoral Care 
P Chelan, WA—Holden Village Fullness of God nv Melinda Pupillo 
P Colfax, WA—Peace Lutheran nv Gail Duba—I 
P Endicott, WA—Trinity Lutheran nv Gail Duba—I 
P Fairfield, WA—Fairfield Community nv  
P Goldendale, WA—Christ the King a Mary Johnson—SP 
P Mattawa, WA—Grace a  
P Medical Lake, WA—St. John nv Mark R. Peterson—I 
P Ontario, OR—St. Paul a Barbara Harrison Condon—I 
P Reardan, WA—Emmanuel nv Mark R. Peterson—I 
P Sunnyside, WA—Our Savior’s a Phylis Stromme—I 
P Toppenish, WA—Faith a Phylis Stromme—I 
P Wilbur, WA—Wilbur Community b  
P Yakima, WA—Tree of Life a  

a - Process beginning/congregational study 
b - Names received or on-site visits in process 
c - Call in process/Issued   nv - New vacancy   I - interim   P - pastor   L - Lay Position 
SP - Supply Pastor   LP - Lead Pastor   D - Deacon 
AP - Assoc./Asst. Pastor   CP - Co-Pastor   VP - Visitation Pastor 
TC - Term Call   TM - Transition Minister (available for open-ended call) 

Calls Accepted 

Pastor Paul Anderson, Fairfield, WA has accepted a call to serve in Hamilton, MT. 

Pastor Misael Fajardo, Yakima, WA has accepted a call to serve in the Pacifica Synod.  

Pastor John Dygert has accepted a call to serve at First Lutheran, Kennewick 

Annual Reports Reminder 
The synod budget cycle starts February 1st. Please submit the following 

reports as soon as possible: 

 Parochial Report 

 Mission Support Intent 

 Report to Bishop 

Webinar: Legal Checklist for Congregations | February 21, 2019 

Congregations can unwittingly create legal issues and liabilities through 

inattention to basic requirements and details related to corporate status, taxes, 

property, insurance and abuse prevention. Many of these issues can be 

prevented by using an ELCA-prepared checklist of key items for congregations 

to address. Join us for a free webinar where the ELCA legal staff will discuss 

the checklist and best legal practices for congregations. 

Visit ewaidsynod.org/events for more information and a link to registration. 

https://www.ewaidsynod.org/events/2019/2/21/webinar-legal-checklist-for-congregations


 

 

You are invited to join our Mission Interpreter ministry! 

It's FUN, it's INTERESTING, you can choose how you want to do it and it will 

foster more faithful living in our world!  

Mission interpreters share stories about ministries taking place in congregations, 

synods, and the larger church.  Through these stories, we thank, inform, teach, 

inspire, connect, and invite. Stories of what others are doing in their relationship 

with Christ, changes people's lives and helps us discover new ways we can 

reach out to make a difference in the world around us. 

Does your congregation have a volunteer Mission Interpreter?  If not, would 

you consider giving it a try?  You are sure to learn about many wonderful 

ministries happening in the church.  You will hear and share lots of stories and 

learn easy methods for sharing them effectively with others in your 

congregation.  It may be at a bible study or church council, a WELCA or youth 

group; anyone who hears about the mission of the church benefits in their faith 

and relationships.  Encouragement and support from other Mission Interpreters 

and our synod coordinator, Deacon Dave Hellerich, will prepare you for 

effectively spreading the word and work of God's kingdom. 

If you're ready to become a Mission Interpreter or even if you're not too sure, 

but want more information, contact Deacon Dave for more details 

at dave@hellerich.com or (402)489-7701.  

The Interfaith Potluck was excellent, both in food and in content! 

Last Saturday, January 29th, people from five faith communities gathered for 

conversation about faith and vocation and how they intersect. There were over 

50 people for dinner, closer to 60 by nights end.  The five communities 

represented were: Lord of Life, Shalom UCC, Community Unitarian 

Universalist Church, Congregation Beth Shalom, and Islamic Center of the Tri-

Cities. The panel was made up of lay members (not pastors) from those 

communities, and afterward all were invited to engage in conversation on the 

topic at their tables with people of other traditions. Thank you to all who helped 

us be good hosts!!  

The next potluck has already been scheduled for March 23 at the Islamic 

Center. 

Rev. Kirsten Sauey Hofmann, Pastor, Lord of Life, Kennewick, WA 

mailto:dave@hellerich.com


 

 

Events & Educational Opportunities 

Crossroads:  Redefining Your Vocational Vision 

Feb 4—5, 2019 | Portland, OR 

May 14—15, 2019 | Lynnwood, WA 

Jun 6—7, 2019 | Spokane, WA 

Cost: $275 for individuals | $250 –early registrations 

 

What’s Next on Your Vocational Horizon? The Crossroads Seminar provides a 

safe and open venue for clergy and other rostered church workers to explore and 

discern potential vocational transitions in their personal and professional lives. 

Contact Phil Streufert at philstreufert@aol.com or 206-650-1913 for info. 

Runway R Workshop 
February 6, 2019 | Portland, OR 

May 16, 2019 | Lynnwood, WA 

Cost: $125, individual | $175 w/spouse 

 

A “Retirement Workshop” that isn’t about finances or investments, but about 

redefining your vision for life and for rediscovering a brand new chapter of 

possibilities that are ready for take off. What’s your next destination? 

Contact Phil Streufert at philstreufert@aol.com or 206-650-1913 for info. 

Estate Planning for the Heart 

First there was a synod task force of subject-matter experts, 

creating a spiritually-based seminar to help people plan for 

and talk about their end-of-life medical decisions. 

Then there were a number of presentations at local churches, 

led by those experts, where feedback was received and incorporated. If you are 

interested in having EPFH task force members lead a seminar, please contact 

Penelope Smith,  micahsix v8@hotmail.com , 503-881-6990. 

Now there is an additional way to bring Estate Planning for the Heart to 

YOUR congregation. Housed at the EWA-ID Synod office, we now have 

several Estate Planning for the Heart "kits", available for you to check out and 

use. EPFH materials included in these kits are the leader manual, handouts, 

advertising materials, thumb drive with power point presentations, and in-class 

supplies. 

If you would like to reserve one of these kits, please contact Cathy Steiner at 

the EWA-ID Synod office via email office@ewaidsynod.org  

or phone 509-838-9871. 

mailto:micahsixv8@hotmail.com
mailto:office@ewaidsynod.org


 

 

TheoProbe 

February 10-15, 2019 

Speakers for 2019 will be Barbara R. Rossing, and Michael Chan. 

TheoProbe is an annual continuing education event that takes place every 

February at Winter Park Colorado. Every year in late winter, clergy and lay 

people from across the country ascend the Rocky Mountains of Colorado for a 

week of continuing education, spiritual renewal, and winter play. 

 

The Rev. Dr. Barbara R. Rossing is professor of New 

Testament at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, 

where she has taught since 1994. She loves to teach and preach 

about the Bible, including the Bible’s role in public life. 

 

 

Michael J. Chan, Ph. D. After teaching Old Testament at 

Luther Seminary for 4 years, he took an opportunity to use his 

linguistic education in service of his country in the United 

States Navy. Development of a vision disorder, however, 

eventually rendered him unfit for service. Michael and his 

family now reside in Kingman, AZ, where he has transformed 

his passion for photography into a new career photographing portraits, 

architecture, sports, and events. 

To register, or for more information, visit theoprobe.com. 

Immigration Justice Group: Documentary Viewing 

Wednesday, February 13, 2019 | 6:30 PM—8:00 PM 

Faith Lutheran, 224 Benton St., Leavenworth. 

 

Greetings those passionate and engaged in issues of immigration.  Here is an 

opportunity to view a poignant and profound documentary of 90 minutes. 

Eat dinner before coming and enjoy the desserts that will be provided. 

The film examines the history of Latino migration into the United States. Over 

the last century, there have been significant waves of immigration in great part 

due to U.S. military, political, and corporate intervention. How have these 

events affected our immigration policies and attitudes? A must for individuals 

seeking a deeper understanding of this critical issue.  

 

Visit ewaidsynod.org/events for more information. 

Events & Educational Opportunities 

https://www.theoprobe.com/who-attends--registration.html
https://www.ewaidsynod.org/events/2019/2/13/immigration-justice-group-documentary-viewing


 

 

Considering going paperless?  Sign up for our e-newsletter! 
 

Contact the synod office at office@ewaidsynod.org to get on our 
mailing list, or visit ewaidsynod.org and click on Subscribe! at the 
bottom of the page. 

Lutheran Staff Association 

March 10-13, 2019 

Lutherhaven – Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 

Our Topic is Boundaries (the good, healthy kind): 

In a political climate that is all about building walls to keep 

people out, we might wonder what the church means when it 

talks about boundaries. We know that Jesus was always more 

interested in breaking down walls between people rather than 

building them…breaking down the hostilities that divide us (Ephesians 2). The 

problem is, sometimes under the guise of “breaking down walls”, we can 

overrun people with our agendas and ideas, in intimate ways and communal 

ways. Too often, people in churches have been hurt by pastors or other leaders 

who have trampled through their lives in ways that have had lasting 

damage.  None of us want to see that happen. So when we talk about 

boundaries, we aren’t talking about shutting people out…but rather about 

making sure we respect one another, protect the vulnerable, and keep ourselves 

healthy and sane. All of us, as members and workers in our individual churches, 

can help encourage healthy boundaries in our ministries. 

Please visit us: lutheranstaffnw.org and on Facebook or email 

lutheranstaff@gmail.com 

May Youth Weekends at Holden Village 

Cost: $205 per person 

Dates: May 24-26 (Friday-Sunday) 

May 26-28 (Sunday-Tuesday) 

We'll be able to have 150 people per session. 

May Youth Weekend at Holden Village is an exciting opportunity for youth in 

our region to connect with others, explore their faith, be present in nature, and 

experience the amazing gift of Holden Village. More information will be 

coming soon. 

Registration will open February 1st.  Put it on your calendars now! 

Speakers, theme, and registration details coming soon! 

Events & Educational Opportunities 

mailto:office@ewaidsynod.org
http://ewaidsynod.org
https://www.facebook.com/lutheranstaff
mailto:lutheranstaff@gmail.com
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