Regarding our Companion Synod from Heidi Cryer, Associate in Ministry, Lord of Life, Kennewick, WA
The Companion Synod for Eastern Washington and Idaho is the Ulanga Kilombero Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania.  Three people (Mark Nelson, Marj Nishek and Heidi Cryer) had the pleasure of being present in early April for the Installation of their new Bishop, Rev. Renard Mtenji in Ifakara, Tanzania.  We also made a quick visit to the Tumaini Lutheran Secondary School and the Lugala Hospital.  We continue to hold our Companion Synod in prayer.  In the past, our synod has helped build a classroom and a staff house for the school plus our Synodical Women’s Group has provided scholarships for girls. During our visit  Tumaini identified their next priority.  Students have no indoor place to eat even though they live at the school for nine months of the year. Now a Dining and Assembly Hall is Priority #1.

The trip in April was during the rainy season.  So as the headmaster of the school spoke of their need for a place to eat and hold large gatherings inside, we could easily see this was not a luxury.  Additionally, many parents are reluctant to send their children off to a school that does not have these important basic facilities.  The total cost to build the Dining and Assembly Hall will be $42,000.  Because of this relatively large amount of money, we could not promise that we could meet the entire budget.  We could only promise that WE WOULD TRY!!! (TUTAJARIBU!!! is how you say it in Swahili.)  To date we have sent $11,000 so work has begun.  But with $31,000 left to go, an energetic joint effort is required to accomplish our goal.

There must be many ways that our entire Synod can work together to raise this amount.  For example, my congregation, Lord of Life in Kennewick will be using our Sunday School offerings to help meet this goal.  Additionally, we will be offering virtual bricks, cement & mosquito screening for sale to the congregation.  The idea is that these items can be given to the school in honor of a family member as their Christmas gifts.  Imagine – at only 5 cents per brick – how you might be able to share such an important and simple necessity, the ability to eat inside away from the bugs and the rain.  If you want to try this idea, you may contact me at Lord of Life in Kennewick for details.
Other ideas, such as a greeting card to be printed and given in honor/or in memory of a special person will soon be available on the Synod website in the Global Mission /Companion Synod section.  The idea is to make a donation for the Dining Hall Project instead of giving the person a direct gift.  Then send the photo card indicating you have done this to the person you are honoring.  Also, a 12-page Companion Synod story/worksheet designed for children will also soon be available on the website.  You don’t have to be a child to learn from it.  Marj Nishek has a DVD or two with scenes taken at Tumaini which she is willing to copy and mail to you which could be used for children or adults if you could use this for education or fund raising purposes.  Her e-mail is nishek@meadowcrk.com.  
I am excited by the fact that I will be spending my sabbatical time at Tumaini School next year, January through March. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if I could bring back photos of a nearly completed Dining and Assembly Hall!  Let’s work together to help make this possible! – Heidi Cryer
